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The Art Nouveau movement that 
captivated Europe during the 19th 
and 20th centuries has served as an 
inspiration for an educational project 
that aimed to help students identify 
with European cultural heritage
The Art Nouveau – Art Renouveau project encouraged students 
from six EU countries to learn more about architecture, inte-
rior design, jewellery and objects d’art, all influenced by this 
iconic style. The students visited each of the participating 
countries and, during each trip, they were tasked with making 
their very own Art Nouveau works.

Project coordinator, Susan Coontz, from the Wellington School 
in Ayr, Scotland, said:

‘ We were looking for an idea that would appeal to 
young people and strengthen their understanding 
of European identity and citizenship. Art Nouveau 
was a conduit for achieving this goal as it has 
appeared in different places and in different 
forms across the continent.’

The students produced a multi-lingual e-book, which show-
cases all their work over the three years. In addition, they 
developed various short films depicting themes common 
to Art Nouveau and also created typical stained glass of 
the era, displayed in all participating schools.

Another assignment comes in the form of a multilingual 
‘Town Trail’ flyer, produced by the students to help tour-
ists discover the main Art Nouveau sites in Glasgow,  
Ljubljana, Paris, Ruse (Bulgaria), Târgoviște (Romania) 
and Dortmund.

For Coontz, the highlight of the project took place during 
a trip to Paris, where all the participating students cel-
ebrated their European identity by organising a flash 
mob in front of the Eiffel Tower. 

This new understanding of European cultural heritage 
has made a big impact upon the students. Since par-
ticipating in the project, they are more open-minded 
and now aspire to study abroad.    

Discovering identity through art
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